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Turn us again, O Lord God of Hoſts, ſhew Hs. 
the light of thy countenance and we ſhall be 


whole. 


plainly diſcover by it, that the people of 1/rael 
were, when it was compoſed, under ſome 
great and heavy affliction, Thos feedeſt as with 
the bread of tears, ond thoa giveſt us plenteouſneſs of 


tears to drink ; Thou haſt made us a very ſtrife unto 
B our 


| we read over this whole Pſalm, we may 
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our neighbours, and our enemies lauth us to ſcorn, \ays 
the Pſalmiſt, v. 5. and 6. whereupon according to- 
his uſual cuſtom he addreſſes himſelf to Almighty 
God for Relief and Succonr, Hear O thou ſlepheard 
of Ifrael, ſays he, v. 1. flir up thy ſtrength and come 
hzlp and as, verſe 2. How long wilt thoube angry with toy 
pagple that pray, werſ. 44. and to mention no more of 
his pathetical Supplications, no leſs than three times 
in this ſhort Pſalm, which adds extremely not on- 
ly to the fervency, tbutzalſo to the Beauty and. 
Harmony of his Prayer, he repeats the words I , 
have choſe for my Text, Tnurn as again, O Lord ? 
Goa of Hoſts, (bew as the light- of thy countenance, 
and we ball be while, 'or. as-the old Tranſlation ren- 
ders It nearer the Hebrew, Tar us again, O Lord 
God of Hoſts,. cauſe thy face to ſhine upon us, and we 
{hall be ſaved. | 
Now .though the peopte-of Tf 2e/'s. cafe. at that 
time, and oursat preſent is not altogether the ſame, 
tho (bleſſed be God) we of this Nation do not now 
labour under any ;publick ' affliction, neither have 
our Enemies any rear reaſon to laugh ws to ſcorn ; yet 
ſhougther this Pfalm is very fuitable to the occa-- 
1an of :our preſent meeting, we may obſerve the 
Holy Prophet prays particularly for three things in 
it, wherein we may reaſonably fuppoſe he judged 
the welfare of the people to confift, and which 
three rhings we are by publick Authority enjoyned 
this day ro pray-to God for. 

_ _ 1. He mrays fora Blefling upon the King, let #hy 
hens 'be upon the man of thy right hand, and upon the 
Sou .of Mar, whom thou. haſt made ſo ſtrong Br thize 
aw felf, v.17. Ws 
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| **$ He prays. for the 1tited condition'of "As 


Church, That God iz his great' meroy and:goodneſs would 
relieve and. comfort: that, and. this he couches very 
elegantly under the Metapher of a vine, Thou 
haſt brought a vine out of A-gypt, thou haſt caſt ont the 
heathen and planted it, thou madeſt room for it, and 
when it had taken root it filled the land, why: haſt thou 
then broken downs her heage, that all thoſe that go by 
plack off her grapes, the wild: boar ont of the wood does 


ro0t it up, and the wild beaits of the field devoar it. verl. 


12. T3. 

| La He prays to God to remove and avert thoſe 
1udgements which the manifold ſins and provecations of the 
people had juſtly deſerved, and that 1s implyed in the 
words of my "Text. RN WE 

Theſe three things the Holy Prophet particularizes 
in this Pſalm, exaQly agreeable to the duty required 
of us this day : But what he chiefly ſues for, and 
hys the.ſtreſs of his Prayers on, -as a mearis of pro- 


| curing the other two, and indeed all Bleſlings what- 


ever, isa general converſion and repentance of the 
people; this 1s his chiefeft aim, this we find the 
main. ſcope and burden of this his heavenly | 

therefore it is he repeats thefe words fo often, an 

heigthens them ſtill with greater vehemency and ar- 
dour every. time than other; Turn «s again O God, 
verſ. 3. Tarn us again O Lord God, verl, 7. Tarn us 
again 0 Lord God of hoſts, (hew as the light of thy comn- 
tenance and we ſhall be whole. ver. 19. 

The words are of themfelves very plain and in- 
telligible, got to ſpend therefore _ time in the ex- 
planatiom of them. From the conſideration” of the 
circumſtances which King David and his people were 

B 2 now 
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now; in, which was under the Judgments of God, 
and the methods that he took to remove thoſe judg- 
ments, which wasa general converſion of the peo- 
ple from ſn, .T draw theſe two: doctrinal conclg- 
ſions. | | 


7, in reſpect to God, that the chief end and de- 
ſign God aims at in ſending judgments upon a People 
or Nation, is to reclaim them from their ſins. 


2, In reſpe@ to Men, that the only way a People 
or Nation has to avert God's judgments, 1s to turn 
trom their {ins. | | 


1 ſhall ſpeak to theſe two Points, and then apply 
them. to. the buſineſs of 'the day. | 


1, The chief end and deſign God aims at in ſend- 
ing. Judgments.on-a People 1s to reclaim them from 
their fins, © It may here be. ſaid, that the end of 
all the diſpenſations of God to mankind is to convert 
them from fin : For this very purpoſe did he ſend his 
Son into the World, to draw and win usto himſelf, 
by the promiſes of Heaven and Eternal Happineſs, 
and all the attrative motives .rhat can be ſuppogd 
to work upon Humane underſtanding, and for'this 
only reaſon does God daily beſtow his mercies- and 
benefits upon us ; according to what. St. Paul tells 
us, The goodneſs of God leadet!: us to Repentance, Rom. 
2. 4+ Why then if the gentler methods of lenity and 
mercy may. have the ſame effe&t, does God uſe the 
ſeverer ways of reclaiming, men by pouring Judg- 
ments and AfMiQtions upon them 2? | 
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: ihe Houſe of Commons: ©. 5 
- To this I anſwer, The ways which God chiefly 
delights to deal with mankind in,. are gentleneſs, Rom. 2.4. 
Gooantſs, Forbearance and Long<ſuſfferins, God does not | __ 
afflict willingly ner grieve the Children of Men, ſays the z;. * 
Prophet Jeremiah, nay, the whole tenour of Scrip- 
ture diſcovers thus to be the nature of God ; and were 
it not that we are {uch perverſe Creatures as:not 
to be wrought upon by kindneſs, fo wild as not to 
be tamed by gentle uſage, God would not handle 
us in any other way, {[ arew them with the cords of 
a Man, with the banuas of Love, ſays the Holy ſpirit 
in the Prophet Hoſea, but the Jews but {till fo Riff 
necked and untrattabie they would not follow, ſo that v- 23+ + ' 
they almoſt forced God, contrary to his inclination; to 
take the rod into his hand, and when they would 
not lead. then to drive them, God was torc*d to . 
turn thoſe {oft cords into whips, and thoſe bands of. 
Love.into-ſhackels of Iron. | 

And yet when God comes'-to' take this-courſe. 

with Man, he ſtill, like a prudent Parent, aims at 
nothing but. his good and-benefit by it, if. he puts a 
yoke upon our. necks, it is-but to breing us to humi-- 
ty, if he puts the bitt into our mouths, it is but to 
check our career in fin, if he afflicts us, it 1s not be- 
cauſe it is pleaſant to him to.deal harſhly with us, 


but becauſe it 1s. profitable and neceſſary for us ſo to 


be dealt with. | 
' This the holy Scripture.informs-us to.be the end/of 


all the ſevere methods of Providence towards the 
Sons of Men, this, Moſes tells us, made God exerciſe 
the people of 1/rae/ with all the hardſhips cou'd be. 
inflicted-on . them for forty years in the Wilderneſs, , 


He led thee through that great and terrible. Wilderneſs . 
wherein. 
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_ . wherein mere flery Serpents, and Scorpions, that he might 


haunbie thee, and that he' might prove thee, to do thee 
goon at the fatter end, Deurt. 8.15. So that the aſflict- 
me Providences of God are not only apt in their own 
nature to do: ns-good : but, which 15a great argument 
of his goodneſs, God intends and aims at this end a- 
lone by them. Indeed we often read in Scripture 
of God's Anger and Wrath, and heavy diſp eaſure, and 
Fary and Tzdignation, but it is always againſt Mens 
{ins and not their perſons ; and if his reieatments are 
{ſo great as to provoke him to inflict any Judgment, 
= (ill it is with a merciful defign in the end. If 

e has viſited a Nation with any Plague, or fore 
Difeaſe, it was only to let out its corruption, if he 
has thrown us into the Farnace of afftiction, and try- 
ed us ſo as by Fire, it was that he might refine. and 
purifie us from the droſs of our Sins ; If he has em- 
baraſsd us in War and Battle, it was only tolet out 
ſo much hot blood, that the whole: body might be 
the more cool and temperate, and healthful after- 
wards; fo that, tho? it cannot be denied but that 
the Judgments of God are evil in themſelves, yer 
conſidering the intention of them, they are no real 
objxeionsapgainft the: mercy and goodnets of God, but 
rathet Arguments for it. 

My firft Doctrinal conclufion. appearing thus evi- 
dent, namely, That the chief end and delign which 
God aims at by ſending his Judgmcnts upon a Peo- 
ple, is to- turn them from their Sins, that ſo they may 
beſaved;whart follows but that we make. the right uſe 
ofthis DoQtrine. If fudgments whichare in themſelves 
very irkfome and grievous. to humane nature, muſt 
be the remedies of fin, why will we not hve regu- 
| larly 
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tity 2nd prevent them ? What corrupthnmours arc 
to the botly, that fm fs ro the foul, its greatelt Di- 
feafe md Malpnity ; now if we will contra@ ill hu- 
mours and d:iftempers, fwe will make our felves fick, 
that 1s our own miſmanagement and ſolty, and no 
fault of the Fhyſitian, but if when we are ſick the 
Fhyſitian dces Tecover us, tho' it be by tliemaft nn- 
pleafant and bittereſt draughts, we are mott_ cer- 
rainy beholden to him ; all Temporal anq 'Wortaly 
Fudgments are properly medicinal, and if we will 
but ſuffer them to have their kindly operation up- 
on us, they will work 'our core, and how grievous 
and diftaftful foever they may feem forthe prefvat, 
they will prove mercies and bleffings in the end, for 
this reafon _ David reckons afftiQtions amongſt 7 
the bleſſings of his Life, 7s good for me, fays he, p., 

t hat T have been affliffed : And he gives thereafon for 72. © 
it in the ſame P/a/m, Before I was afflifted T went .a- 

#ray, but now I have learm thy precepts ; But howe- 

ver, altho* David did make the right uſe of his af- 
fictions, altho? he applied what God adminiſtred a- 

Tight, and 1: wrought 1ts intended cure uponhim, 

yet {till that Man muſt be allowed to have vet moſt 
cautioutly who the leaft wants-ſuch ſharp Phyſick ; 

He certainly muſt bejudged to take a greater care of 

his health, who by a Temperate diet and Regular 

way of living prevents fickneſs, than he. that ſuffers 

a malady to grow upon him, and to corrupt the whole 

maſs of hus blood, forhat nothing at laft but the moſt - 
violent courſes, and the moſt painful applications can 

reſtore him to his former health. Andthis brings me 

to my other doQrinal concluſion fromthe Text,which - 


this. b 
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241), That, the. only way a Nation or a People has 
to avert God's Judgments, 1s to forſake ther ſins. 
The Chriſtian Religion as. it preſcribes the beſt 
and moſt reaſonable precepts of any Religion that 
' ever was in the World for the peace and happineſs 
of every private Man; fo likewiſe does it afford 
the moſt expedient rules for the ſafety and preſer- 
_ vation of Publick Communities ; converſion from 
Sin, and Repentance, Mortihcation of our Luſts and 
Appetites, by Watchings, Faſtings, and Prayers, 
_ and the humiliation of our Bodies, in order to raiſe in 
our Souls good and devout thoughts, are duties re- 
quired from all of us by our Holy Religion, and 
. tho theſe duties may be faid to. tend moſt dire&ly 
to the reformation and amendment of ſingle perſons, 
yet becauſe the whole conliſts of its parts, the com- 
pounded Body of a Nation muſt find a benefit from 
- the good which accrews to the ſeveral members of 
it; and therefore it is King Soloman lays that righte- 
 ouſaeſs exalteth: a nation. '1 he practice of Vertue agd 
Piety begets a Reverence and Honour, a Reputati- 
on, and a worldly Glory to any people; but onthe 
_ contrary, be a Country never ſo exalted by Domi- 
nion and Power, and Wealth, and all other tempo- 
ral advantages, and wanting at the ſame time in the 
moral accompliſhments of Vertue and Juſtice and Pi- 
_ ety, that Country will by degrees grow baſe and 
contemptible, and in the end beruined, for the ſame 
Wiſe man tells us, ſi is the reproach of any people, and 
this will appear to be true from two cauſes. 
Firit, From the nature of the thing it ſelf. 
Secondly, From the Judgments of God. 
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t: From the nature of the thing it ſelf: Whatever 


Nation degenerates in its Manners, muſt decay gra- 


dually:in its Power ' and: Stretgrh, ahd conſequently, 
is in- a rcady way'to Ruin-'* Sin, of whar kind fo- 
ever, is"againſt-rhe Tritereſt'of a People : Lewdnets 
and Intemperance; and fuch'like Vices, debate Men's 
Courage and Spirit ; they breed Infirmities and Dif- 
eaſes, which ſpoil the Strain of a Nation, and then 
it becomes languid, feeble-and cowardly, and at aft 
muſt be: the Scorn, 'as-well 'as'the Triumph,” of i 
Enemies.  Irreligion, Profaneneſs'and* Atheiſm bed 
unhinge a Government ; for where there is no Belief 
of a God, there are no' Hepes or Fears of future 
Rewards .or Puniſhments: And when you'are once 
come'to thar, what can hinder all ntantier of Wicked- 
nels from breaking in upon you'? Falſhood ahd Tn- 
juſtice, Perſidiouſneſs' atid Preichery, Thefc, Rapine 
and .Murther, and all the Black Crew of Villainies, 
mult burſt in where the Barrier of Religion is bro- 
keri: down : And whenever ſuch a Flogd is thif pours 
is upon: a Natibh /\ what” can hinder” it* from” cing 
ruin'd; either by others, or'it feffs oe ten 
:.. 2, It is'not only that the Nature of the State it 
ſelf:will bring Ruin on a wicked People, but” God's 
Judgments will likewiſe fall upon them. Inded, . as 
to'-private Perſons,: 'the Caſe is 'nor_xlte ſame ; for 
God'is ſometimes pleas'd ro ler good' Men live mi- 
ſcrably,' and the Wicked- to proſper in this World; 
but ther&is a very good Reaſon for it, becauſe he re- 
ſerves the Rewarding of the one, - and the Puniſhing 
of the-other,.till a more convenient Seaſon of Retri- 
burion. But God does nor deal after the ſame man- 
ner with Nations, becauſe publick Bodies and Com- 

& munuities 
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"'m ities ; of Men, as ſuch; . can only be rewarded 
3ng puniſþ'd in this World :: In the Warld to. come, 
al Lorporations and Sociatics- willbe quite diffoly'd; 
5 not then reward. .or puniſh Natians, as: Na- 
rions ; bpt.every Man my give an Agcount.of him- 
kl, "SL accordingly receive his own. Perſonal Sen-. 
renee : Therefore rhe general Sins of a Nation caa- 
not Have a Judgments here upon Earth, unleſs. 
ented. by a National Repemance. _ 
all along the Hiſtory of the. 0/4 Tev. 
Pina we, iy this.to be trye by the different Provi- 
denees of Gad always ſuired to the Manners. of the. 
Jews ; they e conſtantly. proſperous, or afflited, 
according as, \ Se: or. Viec. reign'd amongſt chem. 
Nor w Ac thay $: his own People alone: that God: 
yd LY is con! ſtant-Merhod 3: Pls Auſtin tells:us, Thar: 
e mighty Succeſs and Greatneſs. of the Romans was: 
a Reward giyen them from Heayen, for their-eminene 
Juſhiee; Temperance, and. other Vertues, And tho! 
we mult not peremprocily: conclude, that the. Admis 
nftzxton. of, Gad's Juſtice. ſhall be xhe ſane to alt” 
Vations that it was tothe People. of Ifrgel; yet thus- 
much may. be. probably; concluded from it, That as: 


£ : l Vf of favopr d:thae People when, they. were. 


tm, and {ene his Judgments among them: 
Es him: : to he will alſo deal. 
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were ſo well difpog'd, that Religion by irs Auchority, 


j and Reaſon by its Force, might be ſufficient” to eſta- 

? bliſh this Truth in the Minds of Men; but the Cor- 

ruptions of Humane Nature will always make a ſtrong. 

Oppoſition ago it; atid che'Degeneracy. of the 

-preſent Age in particular 'is. ſo' very great, that no 

; Arguments drawn'eithet from the invincible Demon- 

/ ſtrations of Religion, or the Light of Reaſon, ſeem 

| ro be ſufftcient for it. : —_ 

; 'Tis true; at the firft Planting of Chriſtianity, we 

; find rhe'great Author of it. then complaining of the In- 
ſenſibility of Men, that 7heir Hearts were waxed groſs, Matt.13. 
and their Ears were dull of hearing, and. their Eyes ** 
"were cloſed ; leſt at any time they ſhould ſee with their © 
Eyes, or hear with their Ears, or underſtand with- their 
Hearts, and fhovid be converted, and he ſhould heal 

them : And' therefore our Saviour then accompany'd. 

; this Doctrine with: Miracles ;- and where he could not 

; -prevail with Words, there he convinc'd by Actions, 


Bur now it has pleaſed God ro withdraw. that Power,. 
and * has left his Church to be carty:d on and ſup-. 
ported: by-more ordinary 46d Humane Ways, by the 
Succeſfion of the Miniſterial'Funttien, hy the Power. 
'of Preaching, and ufing all ſuch Arguments and Mo- 
rives:to bring' Men to: their Daty, which the Holy. 
Spirit has'reveaFd tous, atid de end for theſe good: 
Purpoſes: But this, we find, will nor-do; Payl may 
plint, ant Apollos may water : The Miniſters of, the. 
Goſpel' may uſe' what” Means they can ro reclaim, 
l Men, bur-ſtil! we ſee no viſible Eftes' of all their 
; Labours ; Men will not” hearken to the. Voice, of 
; theſe Charmers, charm” they never ſo wiſely, We arePru.go.s. 
; raught therefore; in'this _ co call in the A— ; 
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and often-times, while they endeayour to bring a 
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Man over to 7heir Religion, they craftily ſteal away 
his own, and Izave him without any. Popery, by 
irs own very Tenceney and Diſpoſition, muſt gra- 
dually lead Men into Atheitm, Superſtition, and an 
Idolatrous Worſhip; ſer vp many Gods, and then, as 
it is the Humour of Mankind to ſtart often-times from 
one Extream to another, rather than-they will have 
ſo many impos'd upon them, they will chuſe ro have 
none. Nay, if you trace Atheitm to irs Fountain=: 
head, you will find it ſprings from the corrupt Man- 
ners of the Romiſh Court: /taly was the place where 
it chiefly reign'd for ſome time ; our Anceſtors here 
in England, if Hiſtory may be credited, knew none 
of thoſe /ra/7r7 Vices': But in this laſt Age,” Atheiſm 
began ro rravel over the A/prs,: and infetted France ; 
and now at la{t it has crofs'd the Seas, and has inva-- 
ded our Nation; and ( which is much ro be lament- 
ed') has prevail'd roo in it. 

I have dwelt a little upon this Article, becauſe I 
think the only Way for this Nation to flouriſh and 
be happy, and for the Proteſtant Church. to ſtand 
pure and uncorrupt, is, to remove, if pollible, alt 
thoſe far from it, whoſe Buſineſs and Study it is, not 
only to diſtract our Government, bur allo to pollute 
our Manners. | 

Bur I leaye this, next ro God, to the Great and: 
Wiſe Council 'of the Nation. I procced now, 

Thirdly. To apply what has been faid to the Bu- 
ſineſs of the-Day. And becaufe we have heard, 
Firſt, That -the chief Deſign of God's Judgments up- 
on a People, is, to reclaim them from their-Sins; and. 
Secondly, Thar the only Way a People had to prevent 
and ayers God's Judgments, was, to foriake their 


Sins;. 
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Sins ; therefore Converſion from Sin, to God, mult 
be eſteem'd a'neceſlary Spiritual Duty : And tho' this 


| Duty is moſt certainly always very requiſite and ſea- 


ſonable, yet there are ſome Seaſons when the Church 
docs molt chiefly require it ; and, to name no more, 
this preſent Seaſon is the greateſt ; now in the Time 
of Lent, but more eſpecially in this Mazra Hebdowa» 


fa, this Great Week before the Reſurretion, we are 
call'd upon to make a ſtrict: Re-view of our Lives,. 


and to humble our:Souls in God's Preſence, 'and..to 
bewail our manifold Tranfgrefſions, and to devote 
our ſelves afreſh to his Service. This Obligation the 
holy Church Jays upon us: But (till there is another 


Engagement for our moſt ſolemn Humiliation.-on this 
Day, Publick Authority has added a further Injun- 
"Aion on us: To antwer therefore this double. Obli- 
"gation, and that we may perform the Office- of rhe 


Day aright, let us enquire what we have now to 


do; and that I ſhall confider of after this Two-fold 


Manner : | I 26t 1856 AS - 
Firſt, Generally; Whit all Days of Humiliation:do: 


require of us. 


Secondly, Particularly ; What this Day diſtinaly 


requires. | = 
Firſt, All Days of Publick Humiliation ſcem to re-, 
-quire theſe Three Things. at our Hands : 


x. That we ſhould humble our ſelyes before God, 


_ every one for his own Perſonal Sins, whereby he has 


-provok'd God, and increagd the publick Gailt, and 
done his part to-bring down the Judgments and Ven- 


':geance of God upon the Nation. 


2. That we ſhould likewiſe heartily lament the 
Sins of. the Publick, eſpecially the great and crying 
:  0Ins 
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Sins of the Nation, whereby.the Wrath and Indigna- 
tion of God has been ſo juſtly incens'd againſt us. 
3- We ſhould proſecute this onr Humiliation with: 


an Attual Reformation and Amendment of our Lives-- 
for the future: ; 
{ TI do but juſt mention: theſe. Particulars, without. 


any- Enlargement on them. that: I may more fully. 


tpeak to the Duties. of the Day, which-are theſe- 


7hree<: 


1. We are this Day to pray. to God that he would? 
avert thoſe' Judgments which our manifold Sins and Pro=-- 


wcations have moſt juſtly deſerv'd. 


2. That he would, ini great Mercy and Goodnefi,... 
relieve and comfort ſuch as- ſuffer abroad for the Prote--- 


ſtant Religion, 


3, Weare to implore a Bleſſing from _ Almighty. God. 


«pon His Maj eſty, and all Hs Deminions, 


_ 1. We are to-make our. Supplicarions-unto-God?: 
for the Averting of thoſe Judgments which our manifold: 
| Sins and Provocations: have jubtly deſeru'd.' *Tis-true;-. 
we of this. Nation, have lataly. receiv'd no ſmall To- - 
kens of God's-fayaurable Inclinations: ta-us; in-be-:- 
| flowing upon usa Grateful and an Honourable Peace x: - 
a-Peace thar, I hope, may. prove.a.competent.Recom- - 
| Penge to us. for al] qyr Toils, : and Fatigues, and Ex+-- 
pencgs : Burt jf we continue: ro-leadt Lives: unfuicablo: : 
2 ſuch Bleſlings recrix'd, | how: cafily: may-God find! - 


a Way ro. ler-in the: fame. Enemy. afreſh: apon-.us:: 


King Nevis! tells;us, . That. the Lord gives Strengrhiums+ 
1a.hy People ; the. Lord. gjves:big People: the. Rleſſing: off 
Pexces That is, God, Almighty: deferads; -and: pro- + 
tects his: Pegpie:- but-'ri only: {a long.'as. they: Ace: 
obedicnt to him .for-he-ſays ————— "oY 
47.- * 
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Man will not turn, God will whet his \Swerd, and will 


Lend his Bow and make it ready, and prepare for Lim 
the Inſtruments of Death. God Almighty has deair all 
along with this:Nation, as he formerly did with his | 


. own peculiar People, the Jews : He has 'exerciſcd, 


and made Trial-of us, by all the-wiſe Arts cf his Di- | 
vine Providence; we have felt the Powers both of | 
his Mercy, and his Juſtice, Alternately : Our of his | 
Afercy he would never deſtroy us quite, yet ir has, 
as'ir were, puzzPI'd his Fu/#zce- how to fave us: : We 
rcad of four forts of Judgments wherewith God for- | 
merly uſed to endeavour to reclaim the Anrient Jews, | 
Plague, Fire, Sword and Famine; we in this Nation 
have, in a few Years, felt the former Three ; and, in- 
deed, we have ſome Realon to fear, from the remark- 
able Defect and Decay of the Seaſons for ſome Years 
zalt paſt, that if we do'not repent in time, and deprc- 
cate God's heavy Diſpleaſure againſt us, his Provi- 
dence may be a preparing the #ourth, and rhe moſt | 
dreadful of them all, a Famine, for us. wm OO 
. Let us therefore, with the greateſt Importiinities,; | 
make our Addreſſes: now to Almighty God; that he | 
would be pleas'd to avert thoſe terrible Judgments | 
which we ſo righteouſly have deſerv'd, and ro which 
the great Sins of the Nation do now ſo juſtly expoſe 
us ; humbly beſeeching him, not.for us, bur for his 


_ his own Name's ſake, and becauſe we are his People, 
and are called after his Name, and becauſe his holy 


Faith and Religion are profeſs'd among us, that he 
would be pleas'd ro hear the Prayers and Supplica- | 
tions of his Servants, ' which they have made before 
him this Day. And, tegether with our ſelyes, ler: 
us pray unto God, that he would pleaſe, Ne "| 

2. To 
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all rhe Wortd ovet ; particularly, # relieve and com- 


; [er thr faffer abroad for the Proteſtant Religian. 


is n'migtity Scandal tb the Chriſtian Religion, and 


-Whar all Fews; Turks, and P.igans any juſtly reproach 
1 


the Follbwets of Chr3)? with, that there are ſuch im- 
placable' Diviſions,” and fach barbarous Perſcrutiogs 
prattis'd an& kepr.'up among us. The DoQtine of 
the great Anthor of 'our Faith: was made u all of 
Loye ; this was the diſtioguiiing ChacaGer ts Diſ- 
ciples-were ro be-known by, Yf they Iov'd one ansther : 
Yet ita certain Church, and a Church too that boaſts 
it {elf the only tre Church of Chriſt; we find rhat 
Badpe and Charatter quire worn off; for, inſtead of 
Tovitng thoſt who cannot perſuade -rheir Conirzenges 
xo f\rallow, furh grofs Abſurdiries as they dp chem- 
ſelves, theſe Men think they do God good Service if 
Whey 37 them. 1 might-produce many Infſtafices of 
Yris- vortagious Zeal, againſt the Rowi/h Church ; 
The,ctur! Imlnamanities againft the Vaudey, 'the But- 
Uhtries of rhe 27E; 5: wa and the Poor of Lyays, the 
-otal Extirpation ve. the Proteſtants in Morgyza, Sile» 

2, Robe Ja and Fong , the Maffacre of the 4,go> 
2wr3 it France, and the Fzg7iſb Proteſtants in Ireland; 
Hot'to mention thoſe Tgnominious Flames chat were 
Kindtd in our own Queen Mary's Days, and that 
texnible and roy reoped Deſign that was laid to de- 
firpy. the Lords and Comwons of 'oux Nation ar one 
Blow ani rhe ſaceceding Reign, acall Mcemorable;Ex- 
pies of clit Popiſh Cruelty.” Bit we need not look 
back inco Hiſtory to fithiſh vs with Taſtances of this 
Kitid'- how many Tivins Objeds' of 'oar Compaſtion 
ars.ſtill under great Pre tes from them in the neigh- 
MO 5 D bouring 


Ng To repard onr diftreſſed Brerhren i the Faith, 


feared the Defigns of our Enemies, that has 
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The great Benefits and Adyantages we have already. 


receiv'd from him, are ſufficient Motives to pray for 
his long and happy Reign over us... He that has pre- 
ſer''@ our Rights 20d 1abReies, chi han weft. Par 
Religion, that has maintain'd our Laws, a9 $3 de 
| as ſubdu'd 
che Diſturbers of our Peace; he that has run all Ha- 
zards of his Life, often. croſs'd the Seas, trayers'd 
many Countries, - ventur'd his Perſon. .in Battel, and 
fomerimes very narrowly;ſay'd it.; he that has. oppo- 
fed, and ſtemm'd too, the Tide of a Power, generally 


thought irreſiſtible : In a Word, ' he that has ſertl'd us - 


in Peace ar home, and procur'd us Honour abroad ; 
If he does not deſerye our hearty good Wiſhes, an 

moſt ſincere Prayers,, I know_not what Qbligations 
can extort that Duty. from. us.. TT El 


Airude, will recommend this Duty to us.:. 
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_ The Kingdom of Erg/and is now in as hopeful a 


Condition as any Nation can be, if we are nor want- }. 


ing'in ſome Caſes to.:our ſelves : If we can preſerye 


our Peace: with as: mich Prudence and  Unanimity,” 


as we carry'd on the War with Heartineſs and Cou- 
rage; if we keep our Country as quiet within our 
ſelves, as we defcnded ir bravely againſt others ; 


in a Word, F we live up” to the Rules of/ our Reli-' 
giori,: as well-as we faughr for -it;; then will Eng/and, * 


in time,.nat only recover irs Strength ' and Riches, 
flouriſh and grow great within it ſelf, but it will be 


able to give Laws to all its Neighbours round about . 


it: And, indeed, not to flatter our ſclves, there is 
no Kingdom I know of in the World fo every way 
capable of being made Great: and: Glorious, i as we 


are now at this time; and that upon theſe 7wo Ac- 


COUNTS : £1 
1. We have a King, whom God ſcems to have 
brought into the World, to have train'd up and 


preſery'd on purpoſe for us:: A Man of our own Re- 


ligion, and indced, of a true Erg/;/h Temper and Ge- - 


nius;.a Man skilful and: courageous in War, : wiſe - - 


and fatisfy'd in Peace; a Man thar repoſes a great 
Truſt in the Fidelity of his Subjects, and a Man in 


whom they may repole theirs; .a Man fo wholly diſ- 


P9s'd for the Good of his People,: that he is always 
ready to hearken to their Counſels,. and to.:comply 
with them ; a Man, in ſhort, altogether inclin'd, :and 
every way qualify'd, both to ſerve, and to protect 
his People ; a Man, to ſum up all. of whom I would 
not be thought to ſpeak roo great a Thing, if I'ſay 
he is as brave a Warrior as either A4/exander or Cxſar 
was, becauſe I deſign to ſpeak yet a..greater, and 
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that. i B. chax be is. as:good a Clinifios as;oicher Cir=- 


framtine ar Fheodofrus Was. 
- >» Waq have a Pcople; famous: in tho World foe 


great: Valour and Courago, always having had: a- 
goed)Skilk im Arms; and: of fuch undauncee Spirits,” 


that if we were: united within our ſelves, we arc able: 


perhaps to-grapple with the moſt potenr == 
ncag:us We arc a happy Nation too in our Situa-- 


tion > When:the Prapher Ezekies tells us of the Ht 


pineſs of Cazaar, ke defovibes it to be @ Layd 

wal'd Villages, wharei the People are at reft,. av Es 
Safely i alt of them dmelling without Walls, os having 
neither Bars nor Gates : $5 we'of this Nation have ao- 
need, of Walling and-Fortifying our Towns, as ſome: 
of pun Friends: upon' the ©vatinent! are forc'd to do; 
becauſe, as the PropheriNatum ſpeaks: eFrhe Ciry of 
No, we have the Sea.for a Rampart to u. We are ſtil 


happice by our Conflicurion and'Goverament, which, . 


by its excellent Laws and Adminiſtration, fo effe- 
cially: provides fer rhe Security, Quiet and Com- 

far ef che-Paople; char: of rio-Nation- wader Heaven 
way: it he: morc-properly faid;. thar every Pim may fi 
under: ns awa Vine, and undev his Fig-tree, aud no Mim 


fhall make him:afraidhh. And. we ace- happieſt of all in. 


our: Church 3! 2. Chureh, ' whieh [for 'Puricy of Do- 
@rinc,. Bieacncy''of. Worfhip;! and all Advantages for 


Diegy,, may compare with, if nor exceed; ay -horch - 


wpen. the'Face of the: Earth, - 


. Theſe are the peculiar Advantages. of England, ay c 


thete. are*the Happineſies we ar preſenr enjop ; there: 


is.hut ane:thing wanting ro continue: and feepre theſe. 
Bleſſings 'co us, and witheur that, all our Skilf in.. 


a all our Natural Covrage, all our-Pfenry and. 


Sccurity,,.. 


to. et 49s tandinl tou O90 eb OE ooit9, a So neg vo Sto + — oe oY WH A FI 9+ - 


CALCITE: hs P 
+ fu > 


the Honſe of Commohs. DE # 


Seeurity, our whotfome Laws, and wife Eanſtitus 
tion, WH not he able ro ſupport and; mainrain us; 
_ and thae is, 'True Godlineſs, and Verrge.: Ler us al 
therefore pour ont our moſt Aﬀetionare Prayers un-! 
. to God; to affift tis with his Grace"in the Attainment 
of theſe Accompliſhments. : And to his Grace, which. 
he is never backward of affording us, tet us add our. 
own Endeavours ; let us ſhew the goad Effects. of 
theſe our Days of Humiliarion in all che ather Days 
| of onrLife "What-thall ir rofic us to de _ upon. , 
| - our Mortification and: Faſking, when Go? fhall fay, 
| as he ſpeaks by the: Propher © Zechary, Did you. at all 
faſt unto me, \oven unto m7 The proper F ruic of Faſt». 
ing is, to forſake our. Sins, and become better for 
the future; wirhourtthis; all our Faſtin wilt bur fill 
us with! Wind, all our Tears will' be bur: as Water. 
ſpilr upon: the Ground ; ; in aWord; all our. Penances 
will bur create us Pain here, and increafe it hereafter. 
 Bur-if we do:now- unſeignedly reſolve to amend 

for the future, and ſhall protecute thoſe Refolurions 
ire- the pe of our Lives, we. may then hope that 

cline bis Far wntd us, and hear In ſure. 
= =_— Hopes of which, we now, according as 
we are appointed, 

\ Tt, Pray, rbat God would bleſs, preſerve and keep 
our prefenr King, as the [nftrumeng by which he him-.. 
lf has chofe- ro work ſuch wondrous. Delivexances | 
already for tns': May never any. Forelgy Forces, of 
Inteſtme-Contiracics, prevail _— m; May he. 
ver any: Jealbuſtes be fomeared berween him. 9". his-. 
People ; May'he always think, himſelf {tgure”in the: 
Fands of his Engliſh Subjeds, and' may-cheyx know 
they are fo. in his. Together with. himtlf, m_ 

Go 


ESI, Ie AD GA Renee avs, 1 ORLetam _ 
ct _—_ 
” "4 


SS An as nan 
- RE Cy em 


£00 ers avs: a+ Aa 
N SY 


A. SERMON. before 


= 0 rum egienty 
0 madden 
- 


0G *—v—Aangte 


ev re Oe VE EE ares rg 


Ce TI TY EEG IIA Deg fa 1 tn _ 
co > —_— 


wa - - 005 4 IDEA Fee, 


" God bleſs all his Dominions ; May they . grow in  - 


Strength, increaſe,in Riches, and excel-in Honour; 
May .he.keep ſtedfaſt the true. Friends to. the Gos 
verqment, and baffle the Hopes of choſe that are nor 5 
May he give. Wiſdom to the Wiſe, .and flop the Mouths | 
of the Fooliſh, . Eo ds 

2. As the Conſideration of our own Welfare and. 
lntcreſt prompts us to wiflr our ſelves all rhe Good 
-imaginable, ſo let our Compaſſion {tir us up co pray | 
for the. Relief of our «diſtreſſed Brethren rhe Prote- 
ſtants abroad : May, God, in his due ime, as he. 
once did the Children of Z77ael, lead this his People 
;through. thoſe Red Seas of Blood, through thoſe Wil- 
derneſſes of Pains and Troubles, if not into ſome 


pleaſant Land here upon Earth, yet to the Heavenly 


Canaas at laſt : May he give them Conſtancy in their 


| Faith, and Patience under their Sufferings,; and whats- - 


ever Numbers he is pleas'd to ſuffer to be diminiſh'd 
from the Communion of his Saints here upon Earth, 
-may he add to the Nob/e Army of Martyrs in Heaven. 
Laſtly, Let us pray unto God, that he would look 
down upon this finful People of Fng/and, and that 
he would avert thoſe Judgments which, we muſt con- 
feſs, might be our due Reward. | 
But inſtead of Judgments, God has heap'd Mer- 
cies upon us-of late; he has firſt ſav'd us from the 
Slavery of our Conſciences,and indeed,of our Perſons ; 
next, he has frequently deliver'd us from the Devices 
of Wicked Men, who have uſed ſeveral Ways and 
Means to ruin us; ſometimes by endearouring to 


-take off our King; ſometimes by corrupting our 


Coin, and by many other Ways, which Reſtleſs: Spt- 
rits are fruitful enough at inventing. And now [9 


the Houfe of Commons. 

laſt, he has crown'd all his Mercies to us,” in the 
Bleſſing of a Peace : Thou haſ# made Wars to ceaje 
aznongſt us ;, thou haſt broke the Bow, and cut the Spear 

. in'ſunder, (as holy David ſpeaks.) Nation ſhall not 
wow lift Sword up againſt Nation ; neither ſhall they learn | 
WWar any more, ſays the Prophet 1/aiah of the 1ſrac-- 
lites, when they repented, and turn'd unto God. 
May We alſo repent, and turn, that we may have 
the Benefit of this Prophecy too : May this our Peace 
prove firm and _ and may we never again be. 
embroil'd in Wars and Blood. However, I heartily 
with that the King may never want ſuch Subjects, of * 
fuch Skill and Courage, ſuch Loyalty and true Ho-- 
neſty, to defend him, our Country, and our Church, 
upon any Occaſion, as his late Engliſh Army was. 
Bur then, I will crave Leave to add this one Prayer, 
to end all ; and I believe every Soldier that was in the - 
Army, I am ſure every true Ezz/i/h-Man, that. loves-- 
his Country, will join with me ; and that is, How 
neceſſary ſoever an Army may be, in Times of Exi- 
gency, for the Defence. of our King, our Country, . 
and our Church, yer God prant that neither of them-- 
may ever again have Occalion- to make uſe of their - 
Swords, or to try either their Skill, or their Courage. 


——_—_— 


